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							By Zach Evans (Racing America) on March 17, 2024
It’s
already been a year to remember for Bubba Pollard, and that only continued on
his birthday at South Alabama Speedway on Saturday. 
Pollard
held off Jake Finch in the closing laps to win the Hardee’s Rattler 250, his
third career win in the major Super Late Model event. With the third win,
Pollard ties Ronnie Sanders for second on the all-time wins list in the race
that began in 1974. 
It
also marks a third win in Super Late Model competition already this year, a hot
start for one of the biggest names in Late Model racing. Pollard had already
been honored earlier in the day at South Alabama as the 2023 champion of the
UARA National Series, another in his long list of accomplishments.
Of
course, this is all coming just weeks after the announcement he will be making his NASCAR Xfinity Series
debut with JR Motorsports at Richmond Raceway, a race
that is just two weeks away.
It
may be only March, but 2024 is plenty special already. 
“We’ve
had a good year,” Pollard told Racing America. “We’ve won some big
races to start the year off, and hopefully we keep it going. We’ve got good
race cars. We’re going to these tracks for the second time with this car. Last
year, it was all new to us, so we’ve had to learn everything. 
“I’ve
got a good family that supports me and stands behind me, because I know it’s
hard going up and down these roads. I’ve been gone a lot these past couple of
months. We’ve got a busy summer. It takes a lot of people to make this happen
and win these races. It’s small things, getting the car ready in the shop,
making it easy at work. Everybody’s having fun and it goes a long way.” 
Pollard
qualified 13th in the field of 26 Super Late Models to take the green flag for
this year’s UARA National Series opener. He quickly worked his way forward,
joining the top 10 by lap 20 and breaking into the top five in the first 100
laps. 
From
there, Pollard patiently moved up position after position before taking the
lead from Jett Noland on lap 187. There would be several late restarts to close
out the race, where Pollard had to fend off Baby Rattler 125 winner Jake Finch to
secure the win. 
“[Finch]
had a good race car,” said Pollard. “He stepped it up at the end when
he needed to. We got tight. One of those restarts, I don’t know what happened.
The 50 [of Jett Noland] went into the corner and hit me in the left-front
pretty good.
“Ever
since that, we were pretty tight. I feel like the stagger closed up a little
bit on us, and we tried to compensate for it because I felt like it was going
to happen again. It did, it just wasn’t enough. Jake had a great race car. He
was good when it counted there, and it was fun racing him out.” 
“Starting
outside on those cautions put me back a little bit,” said Finch.
“Once I could get single file and get stretched out, it was hard when
you’re running the exact same lap times to close that gap. I closed the gap
pretty good and was driving as hard as I could to get up there. 
“I
could have gotten to Bubba, but I didn’t want to hit him and get crucified on
Twitter and everything. It would be way too deep for me to drive it in there to
get to him. A solid run for our No. 51 Phoenix Racing Chevrolet, and I’m
excited for what we have to come.” 
Finch
settled for second, with Justin Mondeik, Michael Hinde and Michael Goddard
rounding out the top five.
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